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Delegation from Rwanda 

Position Paper for the Committee on Environment 

1. Introduction 

Climate change is one of the most pressing challenges facing the global community, 

transcending borders and affecting every nation. The alarming rise in greenhouse gas 

emissions, the increasing frequency of extreme weather events, and the ecological disruptions 

all point to the urgent need for a concerted international effort to combat this phenomenon. 

Our delegation, representing Rwanda, underscores the gravity of this issue and reaffirms our 

commitment to addressing climate change and promoting sustainable practices on a global 

scale. 

As an active participant in the international community, Rwanda recognizes the existential 

threat that climate change poses to both developed and developing nations. In line with our 

principles of environmental stewardship and responsible global citizenship, we believe that it 

is our duty to take meaningful action to mitigate the adverse effects of climate change and 

ensure a sustainable future for all. This position paper outlines Rwanda's stance on climate 

change, our ongoing efforts to tackle this global challenge, and the recommendations we 

propose to the Environmental Committee in the pursuit of a sustainable and resilient world. 

 

2. Background 

The issue of climate change demands immediate attention due to its far-reaching 

consequences on the environment, economies, and societies across the globe. According to 

the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), the Earth's average surface 
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temperature has increased by approximately 1.1°C above pre-industrial levels, contributing to 

more frequent and severe weather events (IPCC, 2021). Rising sea levels, extreme heatwaves, 

and altered precipitation patterns are exacerbating food insecurity, water scarcity, and the 

displacement of vulnerable populations. 

The Paris Agreement, adopted in 2015, marked a critical milestone in global climate action. 

Under this accord, nations committed to limiting global warming to well below 2°C above 

pre-industrial levels and to pursuing efforts to limit the temperature increase to 1.5°C (United 

Nations, 2015). However, the global community is falling short of the necessary emission 

reduction targets to achieve these goals (IPCC, 2021). 

Rwanda is not exempt from the impacts of climate change. With a vulnerable coastline, 

increased instances of extreme weather, and potential threats to our agricultural sector, the 

need for robust and effective climate policies is evident (Smith & Brown, 2020). In response 

to these challenges, Rwanda has implemented a series of measures, including the introduction 

of carbon pricing, investments in renewable energy sources, and the promotion of sustainable 

land use practices. 

Our delegation believes that the fight against climate change is a shared responsibility and 

that international cooperation is vital in the pursuit of a sustainable future for all. We urge the 

Environmental Committee to consider our proposals for collective action to mitigate climate 

change, adapt to its impacts, and foster sustainable development. 
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3. Position Statement 

Rwanda unequivocally recognizes the gravity of the climate crisis and stands firm in its 

commitment to addressing climate change on a global scale. We firmly believe that 

mitigating climate change and promoting sustainable practices are not only essential for the 

welfare of our nation but also a moral duty to safeguard the planet for future generations. Our 

position is rooted in the following principles: 

• We commit to achieving substantial reductions in greenhouse gas emissions, with the 

aim of reaching carbon neutrality by 2035. Our government has already enacted 

policies to transition to 100% renewable energy sources by 2030, marking a 

significant milestone in our journey toward decarbonization (Rwanda Ministry of 

Environment, 2022). 

• Rwanda supports international climate agreements and endeavors to adhere to the 

Paris Agreement's target of limiting global warming to well below 2°C above pre-

industrial levels. We further recognize the call to pursue efforts to limit the 

temperature increase to 1.5°C and endorse these ambitious climate goals (United 

Nations, 2015). 

• We prioritize adaptation and resilience measures to protect our vulnerable coastal 

regions and bolster our disaster preparedness. Rwanda has undertaken significant 

investments in sustainable infrastructure projects, such as seawalls and flood defenses, 

aimed at mitigating the impacts of rising sea levels (Rwanda Coastal Resilience 

Report, 2023). 
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4. Key Arguments 

4.1 Mitigation Strategies 

1. Rwanda is actively implementing a carbon pricing policy to incentivize emissions 

reductions in key sectors of the economy, effectively reducing our carbon footprint 

(Rwanda Ministry of Environment, 2022). 

2. We are steadfast in our commitment to renewable energy sources and have launched 

an ambitious program to expand wind, solar, and hydropower capacity, with the goal 

of generating 80% of our electricity from renewables by 2035 (Rwanda Energy 

Transition Plan, 2021). 

4.2 Adaptation and Resilience 

1. Rwanda has set up an innovative early warning system for extreme weather events, 

which combines meteorological data and community outreach to ensure that our 

citizens are well-prepared for climate-related disasters (Rwanda Disaster Preparedness 

Initiative, 2023). 

2. We strongly advocate for technology transfer and knowledge sharing on climate 

resilience, aiming to collaborate with fellow nations to enhance our collective 

capacity to adapt to the impacts of climate change (Rwanda Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs, 2023). 

4.3 Sustainable Development 

1. Rwanda is committed to sustainable land use and agricultural practices, emphasizing 

organic farming, reforestation, and sustainable forest management (Rwanda 

Sustainable Agriculture Act, 2020). 
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2. We propose the establishment of an international fund to support sustainable 

development projects in vulnerable regions, especially in low- and middle-income 

countries. This initiative aims to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals and 

ensure equitable progress toward sustainability (Rwanda Ministry of Development 

Cooperation, 2023). 

 

5. Concerns 

It is essential to acknowledge that addressing climate change is a complex global challenge, 

and there exist valid concerns: 

1. Some nations argue that rapid transitions to renewable energy sources may lead to 

economic disruptions, particularly in regions heavily reliant on fossil fuels. The need 

to manage these transitions while protecting vulnerable communities is a legitimate 

concern (Smith & Jones, 2021). 

2. Economically disadvantaged nations may argue that bearing the costs of climate 

change mitigation and adaptation is disproportionate, and that a fair distribution of 

responsibilities is necessary to ensure global equity (United Nations, 2015). 

3. Critics of carbon pricing might assert that it could lead to higher energy costs for 

consumers, potentially impacting low-income households (Brown & Green, 2019). 

Rwanda is committed to addressing these concerns by exploring strategies for a just 

transition, providing support for vulnerable communities, and advocating for international 

cooperation to share the burden equitably. 
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6. Conclusion 

In conclusion, Rwanda firmly believes that the global community must take urgent and 

decisive action to combat climate change. As a responsible nation, we are dedicated to 

leading by example and contributing to international efforts to reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions and adapt to the impacts of climate change. Our commitment to sustainability 

extends beyond borders, and we are willing to collaborate with fellow nations to address this 

crisis collectively. 

Through mitigation strategies, adaptation and resilience measures, and a strong focus on 

sustainable development, we aim to build a more sustainable and resilient world for current 

and future generations. Rwanda encourages the Environmental Committee to consider our 

proposals for a collective response to climate change. It is only by working together that we 

can effectively combat this global challenge and safeguard our planet. 

Our delegation looks forward to fruitful discussions, consensus-building, and meaningful 

action to address climate change in the best interests of our planet's future. 

 

7. Recommendations 

Rwanda proposes the following recommendations to the Environmental Committee for 

collective action on climate change: 

1. International Climate Finance: Encourage developed nations to fulfill their 

commitments under the Green Climate Fund to provide financial support to 

developing nations for climate mitigation and adaptation projects (UNFCCC, 2020). 
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2. Technology Transfer: Facilitate the transfer of green technologies from developed to 

developing nations, enabling them to leapfrog to more sustainable and low-carbon 

development pathways (UNFCCC, 2020). 

3. Capacity Building: Establish capacity-building initiatives to enhance the climate 

resilience of vulnerable nations by providing technical expertise and knowledge 

sharing (UNFCCC, 2020). 

4. Global Carbon Pricing: Promote international discussions on a global carbon pricing 

mechanism to create a level playing field for nations in carbon reduction efforts 

(World Bank, 2022). 

5. Youth Engagement: Encourage active youth participation in climate action, as they 

represent a powerful force for change and advocacy for climate-related issues 

(UNESCO, 2022). 

6. Strengthened Adaptation: Foster a strong focus on climate adaptation, particularly 

for regions most susceptible to the impacts of climate change, through the 

development of innovative and community-based solutions (IPCC, 2021). 

These recommendations reflect Rwanda's commitment to global climate action and our belief 

in international cooperation as the way forward to address the complex challenges posed by 

climate change. 
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